Dear Pastor and Praying Friends,
I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works. Psalm 145:5

Prayer Requests:


People to be saved



Safety/Health of our family



More workers for ministry



SRBI students



Hope Baptist Church—to be
strengthened and to grow



Property for the Church



Financial Needs for SRBI

Sending Church:
People’s Baptist
Church
P.O. Box 23124
RPO Plaza 33
Kelowna, BC V1X 7K7
Canada
Pastor Wes Hutchens
(250) 763-2121
New Support Address:
Harvesters Baptist
Church
9488 Westminster Dr.
London, ON, N6P 1P3
Canada
Personal Contact:

Address:
P.O. Box 8402
Witbank, 1042
South Africa
Phone: +27 82 768 5698

E-mail:
jrjohnson@fastmail.fm
”To

give light to them
that sit in darkness and
in the shadow of
death…”
Luke 1:79

We are grateful for God’s protection and the health and safety that He has given us, and for your
faithfulness and prayers. The last few months have passed by quickly, and we want to try to bring
you up to date with things in the ministry here.
The Covid-19 infection rates rose rapidly here in the last few months, and South Africa quickly
became #5 in the world for infections. Testing was backlogged, and although our official number of
deaths has remained low, most believe that it is much higher with many deaths just being attributed
to comorbidities. We are thankful that no one in our ministries has been directly affected so far,
although some have had family and friends that have tested positive, and some have had family
members die. The country remains under a lockdown, but as our infection rate has started to decline
they have recently relaxed more of the restrictions. Our borders however remain closed, and they
do not anticipate international flights resuming until the end of the year. This week schools have
reopened for all grades, and they are trying to finish up teaching before the end of December when
the school year ends. People are financially struggling though as many business have closed and
unemployment is forecast to reach 50%.
In June, we were allowed to resume church services under strict guidelines. We are restricted to
a maximum of 50 people per service with sanitizing, screening, and masks being mandatory. There
is no singing allowed, or socializing after the services. But it is good to be back together and being
encouraged from God’s Word. We are having two services at present, one for youth, and one for
adults. We are praying for the restrictions on the number of people allowed to attend to be loosened
as it is difficult with people wanting to return to church. Many churches have not reopened yet, and
we have been blessed with visitors almost every week, and many
opportunities to witness. Just this week after I witnessed to a man explaining
salvation, he told me that no one had ever explained it that way before and
for the first time it made sense.
On June 27th, I was privileged to conduct the wedding of Marcus and
Mathapelo Magagula. We have worked with these young people for many
years, and it was a blessing to see them united in marriage. This is the very
first wedding that we have had here, and we are excited at the new pattern
that it will help set for others. Please pray for them as they continue to serve
the Lord. Marcus is helping oversee and teach in the Bible Institute as well as
serving as an assistant at Solid Rock Baptist Church.
With the lockdown and children out of school, as
well as many people struggling financially, theft and
vandalism have increased. We have had a lot of
damage to our tent at Hope Baptist Church, and poles,
straps, and cables also being stolen. It is a great
burden on our heart that God would provide a way for
us to purchase a piece of land and obtain a permanent
meeting place. There is so much more we would like
to do to try and reach people, especially the youth. We
are earnestly praying and knocking on different
doors looking for God to guide and provide. Please take time to pray especially for this need.
Thank you for your faithfulness to the Lord, and to us as a family.
Gratefully Serving the Saviour,
The Johnson Family
Jeremy, Rebekah,
Titus, Tanner , Tayden & Tianna

