Dear Pastor and Praying Friends,
And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. Galatians 6:9

Prayer Requests:


People to be saved



More labourers



Safety/Health of our family



SRBI students



Hope Baptist Church—to be
strengthened and to grow



Building Plans and approvals

for Hope Baptist Church

Sending Church &
Support Address:
Harvesters Baptist
Church
9488 Westminster Dr.
London, ON, N6P 1P3
Canada
Ph: (519) 673-9978

Personal Contact:
Phone: +27 82 768 5698
E-mail:
jrjohnson@fastmail.fm

”To give light to them
that sit in darkness and
in the shadow of
death…”
Luke 1:79

It is hard to believe that we are at the end of 2021! But as we look back over the last year and
the many trials and blessings that we have faced, we are thankful for the promises and strength of
our God. He has done great things for us, and we count it a privilege to serve Him here in South
Africa.
At the end of October, with the fencing and the gates completed on the new property for Hope
Baptist Church, we were able to set up our tent and begin to have services. We have been able to
rent portable toilets to keep on the property and as a church we
saved money to purchase plastic chairs for our services. What a
blessing to have these simple yet amazing comfort upgrades:)
It has been a travel and time adjustment for most of our people
as it is about a 30-40 min walk from where we previously met;
but we have been encouraged to see most of them being
faithful through this transition. We have also had several new
families begin to faithfully attend from the area around the
church. We praise the Lord that the community unrest that was previously present seems to have
quieted down, and children from the community are beginning to attend Sunday School and have
even helped with several weekends of cleaning that we have done on the property. Please pray that
God would help us to be a bright light and witness in this area.
In November, we had our Bible Institute graduation with one
young man, Anthony, graduating after 3 years of training. We
have seen God working and changing this young man from his
salvation as a teenager into a young man who now has a passion
for serving the Lord. God has also provided a job for him
teaching at a local school next year, that will enable him to
continue to serve the Lord in the ministries here at Solid Rock
Baptist Church. We were privileged to have 8 students attending
the Institute this year and it was encouraging to have many of our
previous graduates attend the graduation service and to see how God continues to use them. There
are now 11 graduates that are serving in the ministries of 7 different churches here in South Africa.
God has done and continues to do great things through the Bible Institute. Thank you to those of
you who give especially towards this ministry.
As we approached December, many of you began to hear of South Africa in the news because of
the new Covid variant Omicron that was identified here. The number of new case numbers rose
quickly, but thankfully this time the variant was not as severe, and the government did not bring
back harsher lockdown restrictions. We thank the Lord that on Christmas Day we had the freedom
to have a church service, followed by a braai (bbq), games and fellowship. We had a wonderful
time as a church and had several visitors attend as well. Over the next few weeks we are planning
to do several 3 day Bible Clubs as well as restart more of our ministries and Bible study times.
Please pray that God would help us to reach people with the Gospel.
Our next step for Hope Baptist Church is a multi-purpose building. According to the municipal
bylaws we are not allowed to meet under a tent for an extended period of time, so we are asking the
Lord to help us build soon. The architect has almost finished the plans and we hope to begin
applying for approvals and permits in January. Please pray for wisdom to plan everything in a
simple but practical way, and for the finances that will be needed.
Thank you for your faithful prayers, and for the many emails and cards
that we have received over the last few months. They are always an
encouragement, and often come just when we need them most. I am so
grateful for my faithful wife who is a constant helpmeet and friend. By God’s
grace in October we celebrated our 20th Anniversary and our prayer is that
the Lord will grant us many more years to serve Him together. Our children are all well and busy
with life and ministry We have experienced some sickness with this last Covid wave, but we are all
doing much better.
We wish you all a Merry Christmas season, and a Happy New Year!
Gratefully Serving the Saviour,
Jeremy, Rebekah,
Titus, Tanner , Tayden & Tianna

